
someone that Vince praises for having operated 
in every facet of the horse industry. Barker, who 
also has experience working with Dutch Masters 
Construction, is the founding principal of Shift, 
a landscape architecture firm within which he of-
fers services for equine facility design in addition 
to rural, residential, and urban projects. “I am 
not exclusively an equine facility designer,” he ex-
plains, “which I believe is helpful as it allows me 
to look at facilities from multiple view points. I 
understand the needs of horses and understand 
horse sport, but I can bring a fresh perspective 
from other types of projects.”

What was developed on the Vince family’s 

Trinity Farm is a contemporary, clean, and horse-
friendly facility that offers amenities to best de-
velop and maintain horses at all levels who are 
happy and sound. Set on 32 acres, the 22-stall 
barn features 12x12 stalls with Classic Equine 
designed stall fronts that allow the horses to 
extend their heads into the aisle and socialize if 
they wish. Stalls are rubber-matted or equipped 
with ‘Softstall’ mats, doors are lined with rub-
ber to prevent injury, and each stall provides a 
large window to maximize airflow and provide 
an open, relaxed feeling for the horses. “We get 

Ainsley Vince had spent years moving her 
business and clients from one barn to 

another before making the decision to break 
ground on a facility in 2005 in Burlington, ON, 
at the base of the beautiful Niagara Escarpment. 
Vince has travelled around the world riding for 
Canada and to her credit has an extensive list of 
highlights from her competitive career. As a ju-
nior, she won the CEF Medal at the Royal Winter 
Fair and earned 2nd place in the ASPCA Maclay 
Finals, she has made three World Cup Finals ap-
pearances, is a two-time Canadian Show Jump-
ing Champion, and was named OHJA Jumper 
Trainer of the Year in 2010, 2011 and 2012. “We 

had stabled at many facilities throughout North 
America and Europe and had a good idea of what 
we liked and didn’t like,” she explains of develop-
ing her list of ‘must-haves’ for her facility, Linden 
Ridge. “Initially we only knew what kind of con-
cept we were after, which included lots of light, 
good air flow, and privacy if the horses wanted it 
or the ability to socialize if they didn’t. We want-
ed to build something of our own that met all 
our needs to train, produce and develop horses 
and riders for all levels of competition.” 

Vince enlisted the help of longtime family 
friend and former co-worker, Mike Barker, who 
has in the past worked for Eric Lamaze and is 
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and Vince believes that in addition to it being 
better for the horses and environment it also 
provides an oasis for the clients. “The farm is a 
place where clients are as happy and relaxed as 
the horses; it is a tranquil, rural escape that is 
easily accessible from multiple communities and 
city centres.” Other environmental initiatives 
taken include the installation of automatic light 
switches to avoid the use of extra electricity; high 
ceilings with low energy fans throughout the 
barns to circulate air and regulate temperature; 
and the use of energy star appliances. The fam-
ily is doing their part, and understands the value 
of farm land in an industry that relies heavily on 
natural space for its most valuable participants. 

“The driving force from an aesthetic point of 
view was to keep it modest but sophisticated,” 
explains Barker of the design. “This was influ-
enced by the fact that I knew the site very well. 
The property is at the foot of the Niagara Es-
carpment, so trying to compete with that from 
an architectural point of view is difficult if not 
impossible — especially with a horse barn. The 
barn is not ornate and as the landscape matures 
I think this is proving to be the correct decision. 

a development and training facility. The nature 
of what we do dictates that we spend most of our 
time outside.  Getting the rings right, so that we 
could train properly for the majority of our com-
petitions, was hugely important. Rain or shine, 
the footing is great.” Linden Ridge also features a 
grass jumping ring with fences that mimic those 
found in the hunter derbies and natural obsta-
cles found in Grand Prix rings around the word. 
In addition to all of this, there  is access to the 
trails on the surrounding properties.

When choosing an aesthetic tone for the fa-
cility, Vince tried to work with the natural sur-
roundings and not overpower what was already 
a stunning backdrop. “We are blessed to be lo-
cated in such a beautiful area,” she explains. 
“We tried to construct a facility that did not 
take away from what was put there by nature. 
We tried to work with greys to echo the stone on 
the escarpment, and we tried to keep the facil-
ity as green and open as possible.” The family 
felt strongly that they should make every effort 
to reduce their footprint on the land and be as 
environmentally conscious as possible through-
out construction. An abundance of trees, bushes 
and grass have been planted around the facility, 

a lot of comments on the rubber floor tiles,” says 
Vince. “They are super comfortable for people 
and horses to work on. In addition, they have the 
added bonus of being a huge benefit to safety — if 
a horse ever spins, runs, or gets loose, they don’t 
slip on the surface.” The high ceilings and fans 
create a bright and airy atmosphere and mini-
mize the intense heat so common in Southern 
Ontario during the summer months. The aisles 
themselves are constructed with rubber-brick 
‘Softstep’ tiles, manufactured by Champagne 
Edition, and the barn is outfitted with Dipterra’s 
organic insect control system, which uses the oil 
from marigolds to provide non-toxic protection 
from flies and mosquitos. Utmost thought and 

attention to every detail was taken to ensure the 
comfort and safety of the horses and to ensure 
maximum efficiency for humans with the facil-
ity’s construction and design. 

The state-of-the-art facility boasts large 
115' x 225' outdoor all-weather ring with free-
draining base and a customized Shift Landscape 
designed sand and fibre mix footing. Through-
out design and development, Vince believes the 
choice of footing and the ability to maintaining 
consistent and safe rings were her biggest priori-
ties. The decision to use Shift footing came at a 
cost — Vince temporarily sacrificed the construc-
tion of Linden Ridge’s indoor arena. “We were 
one of the first facilities in Ontario to have this 
free-draining, irrigated, European-style footing,” 
she explains. “It is expensive but worth every 
penny. When we made the decision to go with 
that system, we had to cut out a large piece of 
the budget somewhere else to make up for the 
expense, and we decided to put the indoor on 
hold. We are fortunate enough to be able to do 
things from scratch, so we only wanted to do 
them once and we wanted to do them right. Al-
though the cost was a bit tough to handle, the 
footing is one of the most important factors in 

Behind Barn Doors continued from page 3

Behind Barn Doors continued on page 6



Canada’s Greatest Little Horse Mag Canada’s Greatest Little Horse Mag6  november 2014 november 2014  7www.gaitpost.com www.gaitpost.com

those horses that aren’t comfortable outside be-
come so over time. If there was ever a question 
about something that would improve the aes-
thetic of the farm vs. the comfort of the horses, 
the money went to the horses without sacrificing 
quality materials and thoughtful design.” What 
is Mike proudest of in the collaboration with his 
longtime friend in the development of Linden 
Ridge? “That we are all friends still after its con-
struction!”  

The farm is starting to develop a great feel and 
is not an object out of place with the landscape. 
The consideration was to allow for phasing over 
multiple years; this was planned into the origi-
nal concept so it could happen efficiently and 
not end up as a haphazard finished farm.” The 
second phase of construction began in 2007. The 
Grand Prix field was stripped and relaid with 
amended soil, there was the addition of another 
10 stalls, two additional grooming stalls, a sec-
ond tack room for the clients, an equine tread-
mill area, drains in the floors of the two new 
wings, expanded storage areas, two more sand 
paddocks and two additional small grass pad-
docks. In 2009, a gazebo and outdoor seating 
area was added around the outdoor ring. Plans 
for the future include the indoor arena, indoor 
hot-walker and round pen. “These things take 
time to do ‘right’,” says Vince, “so we have to be 
patient and go one step at a time. Because we 
don’t have an unlimited budget, there are still 
many more stages to go.”

Vince is proudest of several features at the 
facility, and notes that, save for a few minor 
changes, the collective vision changed little 
throughout the process of design and construc-
tion. “We have a lot of rooms in the barn,” she 
laughs. “At first, it was something we chuckled 
about but we use them all so much!” One of the 
most well thought-out features is the turn-out 
room, which is home to dusty halters, turnout 
blankets, fly masks and boots. “These things nev-
er had a place in any farm we were at before. They 
always were somewhere looking messy or getting 
stuffed, wet, somewhere. They now have their 
own room where they remain organized and 
out of sight.” There is a horse show equipment 
and storage room; a bright and airy laundry 
room with drainage in the floor and drying racks 
mounted on the walls; separate wash racks and 
grooming stalls, the partitions between which 
double as storage for brushes, supplies, equip-
ment and also act as saddle racks; waterproof 
supply cupboards in the corner of the wash racks 
which were custom made and ordered from Flor-

ida; and a watering system that is efficient and 
eliminates any wrestling with hoses but are still 
manually filled to track water intake. “A place for 
everything and everything in its place”, Barker 
explains with pride. 

Vince even found a solution to a problem 
she frequently encountered in the chilly north: 
mucking. “In the morning the doors would all 
have to be opened, changing the temperature 
in the barn dramatically,” she explains. “The 
horses that were dressed for the closed-door cli-
mate would freeze. Next, tractors were frequent-
ly driven down aisles, which would fill the barn 
with fumes.” Her solution was to build a tractor 
room in one corner of the barn, where the trac-
tor is parked down on an incline, and to muck-
out twice a day using wheelbarrows. “The whole 
system stays out of sight, with no fumes, and no 
change of temperature; it is a clean, simple, and 
efficient way to muck.”

“Our facility is always, and likely will always 
be, a work in progress,” explains Vince, “but we 
wanted to achieve a safe environment that was 
easy for the grooms and horses to work out of, 
and a place where the horses would be happy, 
feel quiet, safe and settled. We wanted to create 
a facility that would enable us to do the type of 
training we needed to be successful in develop-
ing horses and riders for all levels of competition. 
The barn was built to really cater to the needs of 
the horses and enable their development.” With 
all of this in mind, what is she proudest of at Lin-
den Ridge? “Form and function. Our facility isn’t 
fancy but it is simple and functional — we have 
everything that we need. The facility allows the 
horses themselves and the natural beauty of the 
land to shine.”

“Money was spent on the correct things,” 
adds Barker. “There is great footing; natural ob-
stacles are properly designed, constructed and 
maintained so the horses are educated about 
them when they need to face them in the ring; 
grass paddocks and sand paddocks are drained 
and maintained to that short of dangerous 
weather, horses are outside for many hours each 
day; and there are a variety of paddock sizes so 
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